












Law Enforcement Sensitive 
 For Official Use Only 

Weekly Muster 
 
Week of Muster:  Immediate 
 
Topic: Admissibility Processing and Family Units 
   
HQ POC/Office:  Enforcement Programs Division 
 

 

• A Family Unit (FAMU) is: 
1. At least one alien child under the age of 18; 
2. Accompanied by at least one alien parent(s) or legal guardian(s); and, 
3. All are inadmissible and/or subject to removal. 

• While not indicative of appropriate action, inclusion in a FAMU must be annotated. 

• It is a shared management and officer responsibility to ensure data integrity. 

• It is mandatory to properly record a FAMU; all individuals within the FAMU must be 
processed in a single  event. 

•  has the capability for multiple CBP Officers to process different individuals 
within a single  event. 

• To accomplish - 
o The basic biographic data of an alien can be utilized to start an event.   

Additional aliens associated can then be added to the event. 
The individuals that constitute a FAMU within the event would need to be 

CBP Officers must then  the individual alien they want to process from 
the  or; 

o Alternatively, A CBP Officer can start an event and begin processing one 
individual. 
Another CBP Officer can then  the event, add another alien, and begin 
processing.  
Please see attached PowerPoint for visual example 

•  U.S. Citizens are never part of a FAMU. 
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For Official Use Only 
Law Enforcement Sensitive 

Muster 
 
Week of Muster: Immediate 
Topic: Documenting Family Units and Properly Recording Separations 
HQ POC/Office:  or 

 
• One of the many critical tasks performed every day by CBP officers is processing family units that 

arrive at our Ports of Entry. 
 

• An Alien Family Unit is: 
o At least one alien child under the age of 18; and 
o At least one alien parent(s) or legal guardian(s);  
o Who all are inadmissible and/or subject to removal. 

 
• All individuals within the Alien Family Unit will be processed in a single event.  All Family 

Unit Aliens (FMUAs) will be added separately to the event and CBP officers will select the  
designation box in  

 
• Consistent with the EO and CBP National Standards on Transport, Escort, Detention, and Search 

(TEDS), CBP OFO will maintain family unity and custody together to the greatest extent permitted 
by law and operational feasibility.   
o The June 27, 2018 “Interim Guidance on Preliminary Injunction in Ms. L v. ICE, No. 18-428 

(C.D. Cal. June 26, 2018)” memorandum provides specific guidance on the conditions under 
which CBP can perform a family unit separation. 

 
•  in any instance where 

the juvenile is separated from a family member or FAMU during CBP processing. 
 
• Currently, the following separation reasons exist in : 

 
• 
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• 

 
Separation reasons for other than Family Units: 

 
• 

 
• 
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has responded to this request through  has reviewed it and can provide the final 
response. He is CCed in this email.  
 
Thank you.  
 
Regar ds ,  

 

From:
Sent: Tuesday, July 9, 2019 9:54 AM 
To
Cc

Subject: FW: FOIA: CBP-2018-011183 
 

 
Would you be able to respond to this request for data concerning OFO (highlighted in yellow below)?   
 
Note: tried to get this information from OFO/ in May (see original email at the bottom), but there may have been confusion as to whether OFO needed to respond. 
has confirmed that she would like OFO to provide data if it has the data. 
 
Please let me know, and thank you, 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (7)(E) (b) (5), (b) (7)(E) (b) (6), (b) (7)(C), (b) (7)(E)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C), (b) (7)(E)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C), (b) (7)(E)

(b) (7)(E)



5

From
Sent: Tuesday, July 9, 2019 9:34 AM 
To:
Subject: FW: FOIA: CBP-2018-011183 
 

I hope you can assist. I have a request that included several different types of records. I have all of the records for the request except OFO statistics. Can you help me obtain: 
 
The number of children who entered the country with parents and/or legal guardians but were sent to ORR as unaccompanied per month since January 2017. I need year to date number of family separations 
(parent/guardian, minor child) between January 2017 and YTD, the referral office and the reason for separation if given. 
 
Thank you, 

From:
Sent: Monday, July 8, 2019 9:50 AM 
To:
Subject: RE: FOIA: CBP-2018-011183 
 
Hi- 
Send the statistics to is the contact if you want to email him.  He will forward it as appropriate…Let me know if you have any difficulties… 

From
Sent: Monday, July 8, 2019 10:43 AM 
To:
Subject: RE: FOIA: CBP-2018-011183 
 
Sorry, forgot to mention that there were two parts to this request and OFO already provided the policy part, just not the statistics.  
 

From:
Sent: Monday, July 8, 2019 9:42 AM 
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To:
Subject: FW: FOIA: CBP-2018-011183 
 
I need to get stats from OFO on the number of children who entered the country with parents and/or legal guardians but were sent to ORR as unaccompanied per month since January 2017. I need year to date 
number of family separations (parent/guardian, minor child) between January 2017 and YTD, the referral office and the reason for separation if given. 
 
I already have info from BP, just need stats from OFO. Do you happen to know who is the POC for that so I can send it to them? I can’t open the shared drive right now to pull it up…. 
 

 

From:
Sent: Monday, July 8, 2019 9:32 AM 
To:
Cc:
Subject: FW: FOIA: CBP-2018-011183 
 
Good Morning
Did you hear back from  on this?  
 
Thank you, 

From
Sent: Wednesday, June 19, 2019 11:04 AM 
To:
Subject: RE: FOIA: CBP-2018-011183 

The material was sent to for review/release but I have not heard anything back.  I will forward again and see attached. 
 
Thank you, 
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From
Sent: Sunday, June 16, 2019 5:49 PM 
To:
Subject: RE: FOIA: CBP-2018-011183 
 
Were any OFO records found? 
 

From:
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2019 8:14 AM 
To:
Subject: RE: FOIA: CBP-2018-011183 
 
Most citizens do not understand that OFO has officers and BP has agents. Even the news media gets it wrong the majority of the time.  
 
We have already received records from BP. Since they don’t state they are looking for illegal entries and they use “CBP” in the request, we reached out to both OFO and BP.  
 

From
Sent: Friday, May 17, 2019 4:38 PM 
To:
Cc:
Subject: FW: FOIA: CBP-2018-011183 
 
Please see below; is this for BP? 
 

 

From:
Sent: Friday, May 17, 2019 2:19 PM 
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To:
Subject: RE: FOIA: CBP-2018-011183 
 
Good afternoon 
 
We wanted to confirm a couple things about the request below.  
 
“The number of children who entered the country with parents and/or legal guardians but are sent to ORR as unaccompanied per month per sector since Jan. 2017 and YTD The number of family separations 
(parent/guardian and minor child) per month between January 2017 and YTD, the referral office, and the reason for the separation, if given. Any and all guidance CBP offers agents in deciding when to separate 
parents and children.” 
 
The highlighted in yellow makes it seem like this is a USBP request. Can you please confirm that?  
 
Regar ds ,  

From
Sent: Friday, May 10, 2019 3:31 PM 
To:
Subject: FOIA: CBP-2018-011183 
 
Do you have any stats that would be responsive for the following: 
 
“The number of children who entered the country with parents and/or legal guardians but are sent to ORR as unaccompanied per month per sector since Jan. 2017 and YTD The number of family separations 
(parent/guardian and minor child) per month between January 2017 and YTD, the referral office, and the reason for the separation, if given. Any and all guidance CBP offers agents in deciding when to separate 
parents and children.” 
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